The Belle of Amherst, by William
Luce, delicately explores the life of
Emily Dickinson, America's greatest
woman poet, at various stages in her
experience from the age of 15, when
she was full of hope and success,
until she died at 56, a virtual recluse
with her door closed against society.
Her life is recreated with liberal
excerpts from her poetry and by the
method of her playing the roles of
her father, teacher and friends.

Mr. Luce wrote the play for Julie
Harris, who won her fifth Tony
Award for Best Actress in 1977. The
first performance was at the Moore
Egyptian Theatre in  Seattle,
Washington, on February 25, 1976.
The play opened on Broadway on
April 28, 1976, at the Longacre
Theatre after playing Seattle,
Denver, Chicago, and Boston.

This performance is produced by
The Charles R. Wood Theater and
Wrightstage Productions by special
arrangement with Samuel French,
Inc.

WrightStage Productionsis a company of
actors dedicated to bringing quality
theatre to local stages, and is the brain-
child of local actor/director, Neil Akins.

A native of Glens Falls, New York, Neil
had a 35 year career in private education
where he taught math and English in the
classroom and theatre arts as an
extracurricular activity. Active in theatre
since his high school days, Neil helped
establish a regional theatre on Long
Island in the 1980's. He has appeared to
local audiences in Lake George since 1973
when he joined David and Vicky
Eastwood at the Lake George Dinner
Theatre and has appeared in 24
productions there, including the original
production of Shear MadnessHe reprised
his role of Detective Rosetti in that record
breaking show at The Kennedy Center in
1989. Retiring to his hometown in 2004
with his wife, Phyllis, Neil is active in The
Glens Falls Community Theatre, directing
A Few Good Menin 2006. In May 2008,
he directedOur Town as part of the
Glens Falls Centennial Celebration.
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"Asked at age thirty- one to supply
a photograph of herself, Emily Dickinson
replied, ‘Could you believe me— without? |
had no portrait, now, but am small, like
the Wren, and my hair is bold, like the
Chestnut Bur— and my eyes, like Sherry in
the Glass, that the Guest leaves— Would
this do just as well?’

In clear defiance of her era’s
enthusiasm for photography, Dickinson
chose words rather than an image to
represent her. Avoiding the camera as
earnestly as she hid from public v iew
and leaving only an oil portrait, a
silhouette, and a daguerreotype, all
made before she was twenty, to satisfy
visual curiosity.”-  The World of Emily
Dickinson by Polly Longsworth

This daguerreotype taken at Mount
Holyoke, December 1846 or early 1847 is
the only authenticated portrait of Emily

Dickinson later than childhood.

Barbara Miner in a 2006 production of
A Few Good Men

After her stunning stage debut/ds: #3 in “The
Sound of Music” as a high school student, it took
several years for Barbara to find the courage and
desire to perform again. But, find those things she
did, and she is now a regular performer with Glens
Falls Community Theater. She has also appeared
locally with the Theater Company at Hubbard Hall,
Homemade Theater in Saratoga, and Schuylerville
Community Theater. Her favorite roles have
includedLt. Commander Joanne Galloway in “A

Few Good Men”Nurse Preen in “The Man Who
Came to Dinner’Catherine in “Pippin”, andThe
Narrator in “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat”. Barbara has directed the musicals “A
Little Princess”, “Disney Kids Cinderella”, and
“Wonderland”, all with Adirondack Children’s
Troupe Junior Company. Thanks to Neil Akins for
believing in me, and Catherine Gericke for helping
me believe in myself.

“Bringing quality theatre to your stage.”
www.wrightstage.net

Barbara Miner with John Kearney, left
and Nicholas Baroudi in a recent
production of Thornton Wilder'®ur
Town, directed by Neil Akins




